World Geography

Semester Final Study Guide

Know the following terms/definitions

Absolute location

Relative location

Equator

Prime meridian

Cartography

Geographic Information System (GIS)

Physical weathering

Tectonic plates

Fault

Groundwater

Weather

Climate

Leeward

Windward

Culture hearth

Communism

Ethnic group

Population density

Developing country

Renewable resources

Subsistence farming

Commercial farming

Suburbs

Divide

Tributary

Socioeconomic status

Immigrants

Transcontinental railroad

Monopoly

Free market economy

Hydroelectric

Canopy

Dialect

Urbanization

Service industry

Conquistadors

Reforestation

Know the following questions/statements

Chapter 1

What is physical geography?

What is human-environment interaction?

Chapter 2

How much of the Earth’s surface is land?

What is the highest point on Earth?

What is the deepest know depression on Earth?

What is the water cycle;  what does it show us about the Earth’s water?

Be able to list types of bodies of water.

What is meant by the term supercontinent?

Chapter 3

What are temperatures like in the high latitudes?

How are climate and elevation related?

What is the role of the atmosphere?

What is the natural vegetation of a desert?

What are the seasons a result of?

How do prevailing winds blow and what causes this?

In what months do the equinoxes occur?

How does the Earth’s tilt affect the climate?

How many times does the earth rotate on its axis? 

What is the northernmost point on Earth that receives the sun’s direct rays?

Chapter 5

What kind of climate is shared by northern California, Oregon, and Washington?

How were the Pacific Ranges formed?

What are the most common native plants found on the Great Plains?

What areas of the United States are affected by the moist winds from the Gulf of Mexico and the Arctic?

What states do the Appalachian Mountains run through?

What part did glaciers play in forming the Great Lakes?

How does a tornado develop?

Chapter 6

What did America’s inland and coastal waterways provide during the 1700s and 1800s?

What type of government did American colonies rule themselves under after 1776?

Where are population clusters in the United States and Canada located?

What is the state of the socioeconomic status of North Americans?

How long have people lived in almost every part of North America?

How are the governments of Canada and the United States similar?

What nation sold to the United States the largest tract of land west of the Mississippi?

Chapter 7

North American economies are based increasingly on what?

What is the United States a leading exporter of?

What have many cities done whose heavy industries have closed?

What are prices in a market economy based on?

What countries are included in NAFTA?

How has North American manufacturing been transformed?

Chapter 8
Where are the Andes mountains located?

What regions make up Latin America?

What are the characteristics of the Atacama Desert?

Where is the Patagonia located?

What is the longest river in the Western Hemisphere?

What is the world’s highest navigable lake?

Where is the world’s largest rainforest located?

What is the Rio de la Plata?

What is the largest lake in Central America?

Chapter 9

When did most Latin American countries gain their independence?

What is the best know festival in all of Latin America?

Where is the greatest concentration of population in South America?

When did the Maya dominate southern Mexico?

What were the three indigenous Latin American empires?

What was “food of the gods”, according to the Aztecs?

Where was Tenochititlan  located?

What happens when farmers plant grass on burned rain forest lands?

How do maquiladoras benefit?

Where are many rural migrants forced to live when they move to the city?

Chapter 11

How does Europe rank in size with other continents?

What is the North European Plain rich in?

What type of climate is found in most of southern Europe?

What makes up the British Isles?

What separates the Iberian Peninsula from Africa?

